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The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test
Understanding JLPT Certificates

The Japan Foundation

Japan Educational Exchanges and Services

Those who took the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test (hereinafter referred to as “JLPT”) in Japan will receive a
Score Report. Those who took the JLPT overseas will receive a Certificate of Result and Scores. Successful examinees
will receive a Certificate of Proficiency for the level taken. Rregarding the methods for scoring and determining pass/
fail, please refer to the following for additional information.

1. Notification of test results: Understanding Certificate of Result and Scores

Results of the JLPT are given according to scoring sections. Scoring sections are different from test sections. N1, N2 and N3

have three scoring sections, and N4 and N5 have two scoring sections.
Scores by scoring section is located on the front page and Reference Information is located on the back page.

(DSectional scaled scores

for pass/fail determination.

EJ&ME&oTuitON1 N2, N3® SERAE 3D, N4, NSDBARAE 2 KATT,
FBANRDE oL
16).‘{[:‘5}5'113).‘{ lii%ﬁk . %%F#Eli%ﬁk HIET,
&
@ Ni, N2, N3 mI+
D EXTh £ BRRIECTA
- BRRABIEAR
Scores by Scoring Section 25T Th 2
HEER A
HAZ 5LE o = @ & B Total Score
SRR (P Ee Y T Em HERR
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) Reading Listening
50,60 3060 40,60 120,180
T 2 b ok © BRI
@RF’E = A TY A E*UE SEIER
@W%t‘: HYES, Reference Information
L Zu g FAES
XF @R Xi&
Vocabulary H Grammar
A : B
&
@ N4, N5 [+
D ELTh £ BARIELTh
: BRRAFIER v
Scores by Scoring Section 5T Th @
HEER i
f 5LE 4 wizy  Eomiy (5) Bom Total Score
= R IR (-l 0E) - AR = EERR
Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) & Reading Listening
80,120 40,60 120,180
@%§I@&Uiﬁho »3 ——
“hizky Ew%%tg@&? - Pl S E—
LTEahthn Y SROBRE Reference Information @I’Eﬁ;] Tl gﬂT‘REﬁBF
i?@%%( FTHIENTEET, bt o ! . H o h‘iTE‘hiTﬂ)’C SERBERIT
XF-EE O Xik H R HYFEHA.
- Vocabulary H Grammar H Reading
B =X B B
c: E‘EE?A%%E A : B : A

xmwéA% ﬁﬂﬁ@vé
B L&
J%imE%iTﬁ“
%ﬁWﬁwur**JﬂiﬁéhiTo
I L BA » 6< Hoe& vE
1 2TOHEBRBEEREL AILE,

IS BA T D3N L HA EXTA LK E &

*AFBENRBOBA L RERATT., |

DL L

HHEIEE T A,

k (http://www.jlpt.jp/about/points.html) ’&E‘C CFEEWL,

1oféﬁﬁbtwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁatﬁ%m%ﬁﬁttu FafcEY T,

ﬁbfhnﬁﬁﬂﬁéaw'(é'(@"ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ) ).*.'\f) HEHA, [#%,/60 JDL ST,

DI L BAIILE

Fﬁﬁuourw<buuﬁ%ﬂﬁ%?%ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ;ﬁ#«

(Indicates “how many questions an
examinee answered correctly” in
each area within the same scoring
section (Vocabulary and Grammar
within Language Knowledge for
N1-N3; Vocabulary, Grammar and
Reading within Language Knowledge-
Reading for N4-N5). It is different
from the scaled score and is not

It shows how well did in

subject to a determination of pass/fail.
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each area and provides a reference
for future Japanese-language study.
<<Criteria>>

A: The number of correct responses
is 67% or higher

B: The number of correct responses
is between 34% and 66%

C: The number of correct responses
is less than 34%
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¢ If an examinee misses a required test section, scoring is not conducted and he/she is judged to have failed. The examinee
yet it does not show scores for any test section, including those that have

will receive a Certificate of Result and Scores™!
been taken. Scores are shown as asterisks (for example **/60) in the score columns.

%1 A Certificate of Result and Scores will not be issued to those who did not take the test.

€ JLPT scores are shown as scaled scores. Please see the Official Worldwide JLPT Website
(http://www.jlpt.jp/e/about/points.html) for details of scaled scores.
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2. Pass/fail determination (overall pass marks and sectional pass marks)

In the JLPT, pass/fail is determined by the examinees’ total score and also their score for each scoring section. In other
words, the total score needs to be at or above the point required for passing (overall pass mark), and scores of individual
scoring sections need to be at or above the minimum point required for passing (sectional pass marks). Overall pass marks

and sectional pass marks for each level are shown in the table below.
(All scores are scaled scores)

Level Total Score Scores by Scoring Section
Range of | Overall (I#élél%aﬁgrl}%r&?x}g?ngﬁ ) Reading Listening
Scores  [Pass Marks| Range of | Sectional | Range of | Sectional | Range of | Sectional
Scores |[Pass Marks| Scores |Pass Marks| Scores |Pass Marks
N1 Op;irllkt;so 100 points goir?tg 19 points goin6t(g 19 points goir?t(; 19 points
N2 Op;illfso 90 points g;;?tg 19 points g;nGg 19 points g(;r?tg 19 points
N3 O | 95 points| 080 | 19 points [ 060 | 19 poines | 80 | 19 points
R§‘g§ree;? ¢ Pa?g’le\;[{:llrlks Language Knowledge (Vocabulary/Grammar) &Reading . Listenin% -
Range of Scores Sectional Pass Marks éiggree;)f ngé‘ll\%q;llls
N4 Op'(‘)‘irll§s() 90 points 0~ 120 points 38 points g(;r?t(; 19 points
N5 Op;hll?so 80 points 0~ 120 points 38 points g(;r?tg 19 points

$%The above standards were adopted beginning with July test in 2010 (December test in 2010 with N4, N5).

3. Reference information
(1) Corresponding test levels through 2009
The JLPT was revised in 2010 and levels were classified differently. The table below shows how the five levels of the

current test correspond to the four levels of the old test through 2009.

Level Corresponding Levels of Old Test
N1 Approximately the same level as the old level 1 test.
N2 Approximately the same level as the old level 2 test.
N3 Positioned at a level bridging the old level 2 and 3 tests.
N4 Approximately the same level as the old level 3 test.
N5 Approximately the same level as the old level 4 test.

(2) JLPT Can-do Self-Evaluation List

The list summarizes "what successful JLPT examinees of each level think they can do in Japanese," based on self-
evaluation survey results. The list can be used as a reference to help examinees and others get an idea of "what successful
examinees of a particular level can do in Japanese." The list is available on the Official Worldwide JLPT Website

(http://www jlpt.jp/e/about/candolist.html).

(3) Cumulative distribution of scaled scores

You can find out your approximate position in the group of examinees who took the same test by looking at the graph
called “cumulative distribution of scaled scores.” The graph will be available on the Official Worldwide JLPT Website
(http://www.jlpt.jp/) about 4 months after the test day.
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