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Nouvelle parution

Every language universe is both close to and
far removed from our own. In a way, learning
aforeign language is like not getting off at
our usual stop and staying on the bus until
we arrive at the terminal. The unfamiliar
neighborhoods we discover are both similar
to and different from what we know.
Learners tackle an L2 using a variety of
experiences acquired in their L1, and this
new language system works as part of a
network of previously existing grammar
models and social categories.

The purpose of this book is not to revisit the
pros and cons of teaching grammar.
Learning an L2 appears as the gradual ability
to realize which language features to select
and prioritize to express a particular idea.
Speaking in any L2 requires specific tools,
and describing reality through new
linguistic means involves a mental
restructuring to which learners—
particularly adults and older adolescents—
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are sometimes resistant. Indeed, not all
information produced in an L2 and disclosed
to the learners will necessarily be applied to
language acquisition. If, by some miracle,
this were the case, there would be no need
for any reflection on the teaching and
learning of grammar.
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