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Paolo Alei • Max Grossman (eds.)

Building Family
Identity
The Orsini Castle of Bracciano
from Fiefdom to Duchy (1470–1698)

Oxford, 2019. XXVI, 554 pp., 134 fig. col., 59 fig. b/w
Court Cultures of the Middle Ages and Renaissance. Vol. 5

hb. ISBN 978-1-78707-179-7
€ 43.– (discounted price)

The Orsini of Bracciano were among the most
powerful and influential signori di castelli of early
modern Italy, controlling a vast domain that
stretched from the Tyrrehenian Sea to the moun-
tains of Abruzzo. This book explores the construc-
tion and decoration of their principal headquar-
ters north of Rome between the fifteenth and sev-
enteenth centuries as well as the careers and
artistic patronage of its leaders, who included cap-
tains, condottieri, cardinals and urban aristocrats.
The castle is one of the largest in Latium and was
once a centre of courtly culture and diplomacy,
hosting princes, kings and popes. Today it boasts
many beautifully preserved artworks of the Re-
naissance era, including frescos by Antoniazzo
Romano and the Zuccari brothers. The contribu-
tors to this study investigate the castle as a visual
expression of the family identity of its builders.
They trace its evolution from the fortified capital
of a large fiefdom at the dawn of the age of artil-
lery to the palatial residence of a ducal dynasty in
the aftermath of the Italian Wars. Richly illus-
trated with numerous historic and new photo-
graphs, this book analyses a fascinating and mostly
neglected facet of early modern Italian culture:
the artistic patronage of seigniorial clans.

CONTENTS: Part I: Arma et Litterae: The Castle
of Bracciano in the Quattrocento • Paolo Alei:
Building with Magnificenza: The Orsini Castle
of Bracciano • Stefania Camilli: The State of the

Condottiero: Bracciano in the System of the Ital-
ian States in the Age of Gentil Virginio Orsini •
Paul Gwynne: The Poets and the Prince: Silius
Italicus, Johannes Michael Nagonius and Gentil
Virginio Orsini, Lord of Bracciano • Max Gross-
man: Francesco di Giorgio Martini, Gentil Vir-
ginio Orsini and the Defence of Bracciano • Anna
Cavallaro: Renaissance Paintings in the Castle
of Bracciano: The Celebration of Gentil Virginio
Orsini and the Pastimes of Courtly Women • Part
II: Locus Amoeunus: The Transformation of the
Castle of Bracciano in the Cinquecento • Elis-
abetta Mori: Isabella de’ Medici and Vittoria Ac-
coramboni: The History and Legend of the Two
Wives of the Duke of Bracciano • Maria Giulia
Aurigemma: Palatium sive forticium: Six-
teenth-century Architecture of the Palazzo-Cas-
tello of Bracciano • Claudia Daniotti: Stories of
Valour and Love for a Wedding: The Sala di Ales-
sandro Magno and Sala di Psiche in the Castle of
Bracciano • Paolo Alei and Bryony Bartlett-Raw-
lings: Astrological Fashioning in the Castle of
Bracciano: The Frescoes of the Sala Papalina by
the Zuccari Brothers and the Celebration of Duke
Paolo Giordano Orsini • Barbara Furlotti: Living
between Rome and Bracciano: Art, Cultural In-
terests and Social Behaviour at the Orsini Court
in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries •
Part III: Beyond the Castle Walls: The Orsini of
Bracciano in the Seicento • Guendalina Ajello 
Mahler: Paolo Giordano II Orsini, Orazio Torri-

ani and the Remaking of Bracciano • Eleonora
Chinappi: The Orsini Portraits in the Castle of
Bracciano • Eric Nicholson: Sweet Roman Hands
and Actors: The Orsini as Theatrical Performers
in Early Seventeenth-century English Drama
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far removed from our own. In a way, learning 
a foreign language is like not getting off at 
our usual stop and staying on the bus until 
we arrive at the terminal. The unfamiliar 
neighborhoods we discover are both similar 
to and different from what we know. 
Learners tackle an L2 using a variety of 
experiences acquired in their L1, and this 
new language system works as part of a 
network of previously existing grammar 
models and social categories. 
The purpose of this book is not to revisit the 
pros and cons of teaching grammar. 
Learning an L2 appears as the gradual ability 
to realize which language features to select 
and prioritize to express a particular idea. 
Speaking in any L2 requires specific tools, 
and describing reality through new 
linguistic means involves a mental 
restructuring to which learners—
particularly adults and older adolescents—

are sometimes resistant. Indeed, not all 
information produced in an L2 and disclosed 
to the learners will necessarily be applied to 
language acquisition. If, by some miracle, 
this were the case, there would be no need 
for any reflection on the teaching and 
learning of grammar.

Thomas Szende is Professor of Hungarian 
and Applied Linguistics at INALCO (National 
Institute of Oriental Languages and 
Civilizations, Paris, France) and Director of 
the EA 4514 PLIDAM Research Center. His 
academic interests focus on second-language 
acquisition as well as Hungarian grammar, 
bilingual lexicography, and translation. He 
has published several books, including 
Second Culture Teaching and Learning (Peter 
Lang, 2014) and The Foreign Language 
Appropriation Conundrum: Micro Realities & 
Macro Dynamics (P.I.E-Peter Lang, 2016).
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Form, Use, Consciousness
Key topics in L2 grammar instruction

With a Preface by Anthony J. Liddicoat 

(Professor of Applied Linguistics, University of Warwick)
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