
 
 

 
 

Erasmus + Blended Intensive Program  
Understanding China in a Changing World  

The program is held by University of Torino, Inalco (Paris) and University of Ljubljana 
 

There are moments in history when the world seems to be changing rapidly. Our time is one of 
them, as the COVID-19 pandemic, the climate challenge, rising trade protectionism, competing 
forms of nationalism, the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and renewed conflicts in the Middle East are 
all elements contributing to the widespread perception of the end of a historical cycle. 
 

The US hegemony looks like being challenged by emerging powers like China, which runs on an 
alternative political and economic model. The smooth functioning of the international liberal order 
is no longer guaranteed. How will the global order be influenced by China’s rise? How is Beijing 
dealing with multiple domestic and international challenges that itself is facing? How is EU-China 
relationship evolving, also considering their overlapping interests in Southeast Europe and the 
Wider Mediterranean? 
 

This Blended Intensive Program will expose students to major issues regarding the role of China in 
a changing world, trying to understand the intersections between domestic political and economic 
dynamics and the re-configuration of global order and global business. The program will offer a 5-
day in-person series of seminars in Turin, and six online lectures. 
 

Participants students will obtain 3 ECTS. At the end of the program a Certificate of Attendance and 
a Transcript of Records from University of Torino will provided for students who will fully attend the 
program. In order to obtain the 3 ECTS and certification, students are required to attend at least 80 
% of the classes and write down a pre-arrival assignment and a post-program reflection paper.  
 

Pre-Arrival Assignment – Before the leap: anticipating China 
Objectives: 

• Articulate and explore initial perceptions and preconceptions about China. 

• Share personal interests and the cultural or academic influences that have shaped your views on 

China. 

Post-Program Reflection: China Reimagined 
Objectives: 

• Provide honest and critical reflection on how the program has challenged or confirmed your 

preconceptions. 

• Articulate new knowledge and skills and the potential impact on their future academic or 

professional pursuits. 

• Before doing this assignment, re-read your Part 1 assignment. 

More info about the assignment will be share with participants via email. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
TORINO 15 – 19 April 2024 

 

Day 1 - April 15 Monday  

9.00 – 10.00  
room F2 

Welcoming and introduction of the program  

10.00 – 12.30 
room F2 

Professor Simona NOVARETTI – “Neither God nor Law”… But 
What about Ethics? The Regulation of Gene Editing in the 
People’s Republic of China  

16.00 – 18.00 
Room C4  

Professor Giuseppe GABUSI – The Political Economy of the CCP 

 Walking tour of the city and welcome aperitif  

Day 2 - April 16 Tuesday 

14.00 – 16.00 
room E4  

Professor ZHANG Jian - Xi Jinping Statecraft in Governing a 
Plateauing China 

Day 3 - April 17 Wednesday 

09.00 – 12.00 
3 D2 33 

Professor Giovanni B. ANDORNINO  
Scenario making session 

15.30 – 17.30 Cultural and language exchange with Chinese students (both in 
English and in Chinese) 

Day 4 - July 18 Thursday 

09.30 – 13.30  
Room H7 

Professor Anastas VANGELI – China’s Trajectory in the Global 
Political Economy: Socialism or/and “Capitalism with Chinese 
Characteristics” 

Afternoon Individual study time (readings assigned in the morning session) 

Day 5 - April 19 Friday  

09.30 – 13.30 
Room H7   

Professor Anastas VANGELI - Europe's Turbulent Relationship 
with China 

 End of the activities in Torino   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
ONLINE SESSIONS 

 
Even if you won’t be able to attend online classes when they will be held, no worries, we will record 

them and send to you!  
 

Session 1 – March 20, 2024 16.00 -18.00 pm – Room F4 + online  

 Gregory Chin - Digital Yuan, from Local to Global? RMB 
Internationalization in the Making 

Session 2 – March 25, 2024 08.30 – 10.00 online  

 XUE Gong – China and Southeast Asia in International 
Development Cooperation 

Session 3 – March 27, 2024 10.00 – 12.00 - online 

 LI Mingjiang - China and Asia-Pacific Security: The Cases of 
Taiwan and South China Sea 

Session 4 – March 29, 2024 10.30 – 12.30 - online 

 Enrico FARDELLA and ZHANG Chuchu – China’s Economic 
Relations with North Africa and implications for the EU 

Session 5 – April 5, 2024 10.30 – 12.30 online 

 Enrico FARDELLA and Ali BORHANI – The real BRI: Bondage, 
Reconstruction& Integration 

Session 6 – April 30, 2024   14.00 – 16.00 pm online + room B3 

 Chloe FROISSART, Jérôme DOYON, Shaun BRESLIN – Launch of 
the book The Chinese Communist Party. A 100 years trajectory  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
FACULTY 
 
Giovanni B. ANDORNINO is a tenured Assistant Professor of International Relations of East Asia at 
the University of Turin and the Director of the TOChina Centre of the Department of Cultures, 
Politics and Society. Dr Andornino is also Vice President and Head of the Global China program at 
the Torino World Affairs Institute (T.wai) and the former Editor of OrizzonteCina, Italy's leading 
academic journal on contemporary China studies in the social sciences. His research focuses on 
China’s domestic politics, foreign policy, and relations with Italy and the wider Euro-Mediterranean 
region. Since 2019 he has been serving as the founding General Secretary of the China-Italy 
Philanthropy Forum. 
 
Ali BORHANI is the Managing Director of 3Sixty Strategic Advisors. He is an emerging markets geo-
economic and strategy expert. His many years of experience have been developed and 
strengthened by helping blue-chip companies, MNCs (multi-nationals) and family businesses in 
some of the most challenging markets. Helping clients to formulate route to and market entry 
models, growth acceleration strategies and also supporting them to successfully execute these 
strategies on the ground. One of his unique abilities is in translating complex issues to simple 
scenarios. His peers and mentors consider him a natural storyteller with a strategic foresight that 
has lead to successful partnership and strategic alliances. He is the Geo-Strategy Expert at the 
Business Families Foundation and also mentors budding entrepreneurs through Mowgli Foundation. 
Ali is regularly invited to speak at large-scale conferences, and also expert forums to share his views 
on panels on international business affairs and geo-strategy MEA and BRI. 
 
Shaun BRESLIN is professor of politics and international studies at the University of Warwick, and 
co-editor of The Pacific Review. His work focuses on the intersection between Chinese domestic 
politics and China’s global reach and impact. He also has a side interest in comparative studies of 
regional integration processes.  His latest book, China Risen? Studying Chinese Global Power, was 
published by Bristol University Press in 2021. 
 
Gregory CHIN is a Senior Fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute of the Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies (SAIS) and Associate Professor of Political Science at York University 
Canada. He specializes in political economy. At the Foreign Policy Institute, he co-leads the Project 
on “Emerging Global Governance” with FPI Executive Director Carla Freeman, a joint initiative with 
the journal Global Policy. His research interests are in international and comparative political 
economy with a focus on China, Asia, BRICS, international money, finance, and global governance. 
He is on the International Advisory Board of the journal Review of International Political Economy, 
and the Editorial Board of the journal Global Governance.   
He has published widely on China's international financial and monetary affairs, Asian regionalism, 
the BRICS, and global governance reform. His most recent project is the “AIIB in Global Perspective.” 
He is currently finishing a book manuscript on Renminbi internationalization.  



 
 

 
He contributed to the project of the Asian Development Bank Institute (Tokyo) on the “Political 
Economy of Asian Regionalism” (2010-2014). He was the inaugural China Research Chair at The 
Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI, 2010-2013), and founding Director of CIGI’s 
Global Development Program (2011-2013), which ranks on UPenn's “Global Go-To Think Tank 
Rankings.” At CIGI, he co-led the project on the “BRICS, Asia and International Monetary Reform” 
(2010-2013), partnered with the Asian Development Bank and Hong Kong Monetary Authority. 
Prior to joining York University in 2006, Chin was First Secretary in Development at the Canadian 
Embassy in Beijing from 2003 to 2006, where he was responsible for liaising with decision-makers 
in China, government agencies and key think tanks.  He designed and managed Canada’s foreign aid 
to China and North Korea with bilateral and multilateral donors, including the World Bank, Asian 
Development Bank and the special agencies of the United Nations. From 2000 to 2003, he served in 
Canada's Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade and Canadian International 
Development Agency. 
 
Jérôme DOYON is a Junior Professor at the Centre for International Relations (CERI) at Sciences Po 
Paris, and an affiliate at the Oxford China Centre as well as at the King College London’s Lau China 
Institute. He received a dual Ph.D. from Columbia University and Sciences Po. Prior to joining 
Sciences Po’s faculty, he held fellowships and positions at the Harvard Kennedy School, the Oxford 
School for Global and Area Studies, the University of Edinburgh, and the SOAS China Institute. His 
work on Chinese domestic politics, including youth politics, the innerworkings of the Party-State 
apparatus, as well as issues related to religious and ethnic minorities, has been published in various 
journals, such as Political Studies or The China Quarterly. His recent books include Rejuvenating 
Communism: Youth Organizations and Elite Renewal in Post-Mao China (University of Michigan 
Press, 2023) and The Chinese Communist Party: a 100-year Trajectory (co-edited with Chloé 
Froissart, Australian National University Press, 2024). 
 
Enrico Maria FARDELLA is Associate Professor at the Department of Social and Human Sciences of 
University of Naples ‘L’Orientale’. He is director of the ChinaMed project, Global Fellow del 
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington D.C., Visiting Scholar at John 
Cabot University in Rome and member of the editorial board of OrizzonteCina monthly review. His 
fields of interests are: the history of Chinese foreign policy; China relations with the EU, the Middle 
East and Italy from the Cold War to the present. 
 
Nicholas FARRELLY is Professor and Head of Social Sciences at the University of Tasmania, where he 
leads a vibrant, multi-disciplinary academic team. He specialises in the study of political and cultural 
issues, with an emphasis on rapidly changing Asian societies. As an academic leader, he works 
closely with a wide range of Australian government, industry and community organisations to help 
meet their needs for high-quality social science input. After graduating from the Australian National 
University in 2003 with First Class Honours and the University Medal in Asian Studies, Nicholas 
completed his M. Phil and D. Phil at the University of Oxford, where he was a Rhodes Scholar. He 
has undertaken field research in East, South and Southeast Asia. In 2006, while a graduate student, 



 
 

 
Nicholas founded New Mandala, a website which has gone on to become the preeminent public 
forum in Southeast Asian Studies. In 2010, after returning to Canberra from Oxford, he was 
appointed Postdoctoral Fellow at the Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence in Policing 
and Security. From 2011, Nicholas held a number of key academic positions in the ANU College of 
Asia and the Pacific, including as convenor of the PhB program and as Deputy Director of the Coral 
Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs. He also served as Director of the ANU Myanmar Research Centre, 
an institution he helped establish in 2015. In his final ANU role from 2017-2019, Nicholas was the 
Associate Dean in the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific responsible for development and impact 
initiatives. In this role, he led the College's engagement across government, business and civil 
society. Nicholas is currently the State Secretary for the Rhodes Scholarship in Tasmania. His primary 
academic focus is the study of political conflict and social change in mainland Southeast Asia. He has 
examined these themes across the borderlands where Myanmar rubs against India, Bangladesh and 
China. While studying these areas, Nicholas has continued to research, write and lecture about 
Thailand, a country at the heart of some of his oldest academic interests. Nicholas is a Graduate of 
the Australian Institute of Company Directors (GAICD) and a Senior Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy (SFHEA). 
 
Chloé Froissart is a Professor of History and Political Science at the National Institute for Oriental 
Languages and Civilizations (Inalco), department of Chinese studies, a researcher with the IFRAE 
(Institut Français de recherche sur l’Asie de l’Est) and an Associate Senior Researcher at the French 
Centre for Research on Contemporary China (CEFC) in Hong Kong. She previously served as the 
Director of Tsinghua University Sino-French Centre in Social Sciences in Beijing. Her research 
interests broadly pertain to state-society relations in China -with special interest in contentious 
politics, authoritarian citizenship, governance, Chinese politics, labour and environmental issues - 
and the evolution of the Chinese regime. She is the author/ editor of eight books and special 
issues and published numerous articles in China Information, China Perspectives, Journal of Chinese 
Governance, Journal of Civil Society, etc.  
 
Giuseppe GABUSI is Associate Professor of Global Political Economy and Political Economy of East 
Asia at the Department of Cultures, Politics and Society of the University of Turin. He is among the 
co-founders of T.wai, the Torino World Affairs Institute, where he heads the “Asia Prospects” 
Program and edits RISE, the only open access journal in Italy on contemporary South-East Asia. He 
has been a visiting scholar at the Australian National University, the East-West Center in Honolulu, 
and Warwick University. His research interests include China's political economy, China-EU 
relationship, Myanmar, and the evolution of the liberal order. He has published on academic 
journals such as China and Global Economy, European Journal of East Asian Studies, Global Policy, 
Italian Political Science Review, and China: An International Journal. He frequently intervenes in the 
public debate on the Asia-Pacific, and has been teaching several times at the training school of the 
Prime Minister's office. 
 



 
 

 
LI Mingjiang is an Associate Professor and Provost’s Chair in International Relations at S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He is the 
Coordinator of the PhD Programme and Deputy Head of Graduate Studies at RSIS. He is also Deputy 
Chair of NTU 8th Senate. He received his Ph.D. in Political Science from Boston University. His main 
research interests include Chinese foreign policy, China-ASEAN relations, Sino-U.S. relations, global 
governance, and Asia-Pacific security. He is the author (including editor and co-editor) of 15 books. 
His recent books are China’s Economic Statecraft (World Scientific, 2017) and New Dynamics in US-
China Relations: Contending for the Asia Pacific (lead editor, Routledge, 2014). He has published 
papers in various peer-reviewed outlets including Journal of Contemporary Asia,  International 
Relations of the Asia Pacific, World Development, China International Strategy Review, the China 
Review, International Affairs, Asian Perspective, Asian Politics & Policy, Asian Security, Oxford 
Bibliographies, Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs, Journal of Strategic Studies, 
Global Governance, Cold War History, Journal of Contemporary China, The Chinese Journal of 
International Politics, The Chinese Journal of Political Science, China: An International Journal, China 
Security, Harvard Asia Quarterly, Security Challenges, etc. 
 
Simona NOVARETTI is an Associate Professor of Comparative Private Law at the University of Turin, 
School of Law, where she teaches Chinese Law, Comparative Law, and Law and Society in Asia. She 
graduated and obtained her Bachelor and Master’s Degree in Chinese Language and Literature from 
the University of Venice, Ca’Foscari, got her LLB and LLM from the University of Turin, School of Law, 
and got her Ph.D. in Comparative Law from the University of Milan. Her research activity focuses on 
Chinese Law. She has published articles on Chinese law and language, Chinese contract law, Chinese 
public interest law and Chinese law and society. She has published monographs on public interest 
litigation in China, and on public participation in the protection of cultural heritage in the PRC. She 
is currently working on a monograph on the relationship between bioethics and law in China. 
Simona is member of the scientific committee of the Institute of Asian Studies (ISA), of the 
Interdisciplinary Center for Research and Studies of Women and Gender (Centro Interdisciplinare di 
Ricerche e Studi delle Donne e di Genere – CIRSDe) and of the Interdipartimental Center Labont - 
Laboratory for Ontology. She is also member of the European Chinese Law Association; of the Italian 
Association of Comparative Law; of the Italian Society for the Research on Comparative Law; of the 
Italian Association of Chinese Studies; and of the European Law Institute. 
 
Anastas VANGELI is an Assistant Professor in International Business at the School of Economics and 
Business, University of Ljubljana, and a Research Associate at the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Ljubljana. His research interests lie at the intersection of geopolitics and globalization, 
with a focus on the impacts of disruptive ideas and technologies, and the role emerging global 
actors, in the first place China. His research has been published in Journal of International Business 
Policy, Industrial Marketing Management, China and World Economy, Journal of Contemporary 
China, and others. He is Associate Editor of Asia Europe Journal. He has been teaching the Lab 
"History, Identity and Worldview: China from the Century of Humiliation to National Rejuvenation" 



 
 

 
at the Department of CPS, University of Turin, and has been a Senior Non-Resident Fellow with the 
ChinaMed Project of the TOChina Hub. 
 
XUE Gong is Assistant Professor in China Programme of S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. She holds a PhD in International Political 
Economy at NTU. Her current research interests include International Political Economy, China’s 
economic diplomacy, regionalism and governance. She has contributed to peer-reviewed journals 
such as the International Affairs, the Pacific Review, Contemporary Southeast Asia, Harvard Asia 
Quarterly. She has one co-edited book in Securing the Belt and Road Initiative: Risk Assessment, 
Private Security and Special Insurances Along the New Wave of Chinese Outbound Investment 
(Palgrave Macmillan 2018). She has also contributed to several book chapters on China’s economic 
statecraft, China’s corporate social responsibility and Belt and Road Initiative in Southeast Asia. She 
has contributed various Op-Ed articles such as the South China Morning Post, The Diplomat, and so 
on. 
 
ZHANG Chuchu is an associate professor of international relations in the School of International 
Relations and Public Affairs at Fudan University. She is also deputy director of the Center for Middle 
Eastern Studies at Fudan University. She received her PhD in politics and international studies 
from the University of Cambridge. Her research focuses on Middle Eastern politics, Sino-Middle 
Eastern relations, and regional governance. Zhang is the author of Islamist Party Mobilization: 
Tunisia’s Ennahda and Algeria’s HMS Compared, 1989–2014 (Palgrave, 2020). She has published in 
many top peer-reviewed journals, including Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space, Land 
Use Policy, Pacific Focus, Chinese Political Science Review, and Asian Journal of Middle Eastern and 
Islamic Studies.  
 
ZHANG Jian is an Associate Professor at Peking University's School of Government. He joined Peking 
University's faculty in 2007, returning to the university where he completed his undergraduate 
studies. Zhang Jian received his PhD in political science from Columbia University in the City of New 
York. His research interests include ethnic minority issues in China and identity politics. He teaches 
Chinese politics, American politics and ethnic studies at Peking University. He is also in charge of the 
international cooperation programs at the School of Government.  


